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A 10-minute survey of 1,231 New Zealanders
Representative nationally — with regional boosters to allow extra

analysis

In 2022 a benchmark survey was run across a nationally
representative sample of the New Zealand population to understand
the current ‘health’ of the predator free movement and gauge the
level of engagement in conservation activity — this was then
repeated in 2024.

The latest survey is a third wave (with a few changes to some
sections) and aims to ascertain the current position and where things
have changed over time.

Overall, we sought to measure and track:

Awareness and engagement of New Zealanders with the
target of Predator Free by 2050

Incidence of participation (and willingness) to
participate in Predator Free by 2050

Relative importance of Predator Free by 2050 against
competing societal issues/concerns

Expectations kiwis have about the support required to
achieve Predator Free by 2050

Sentiment towards current topical issues e.g. domestic
and feral cat control
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And in summary, we have seen positive progress in relation to
awareness, engagement and sentiment

Overall awareness of
Predator Free 2050 has
increased slightly to 42%,
and this is a statistically
significant increase since our
baseline in 2022

For the first time, we asked if
New Zealanders supported
Predator Free 2050 and
found that 79% supported or
strongly supported the goal

39%

35% . l

2022 m 2024

79%

42%

H 2026
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Future intent to participate in conservation
activities has indicatively increased —
especially in Wellington

There has also been an increase in the
proportion of the population who are
confident that NZ will be Predator Free by
2050 — especially in Wellington

Overall, we have seen a slight uplift in support
for initiatives and legislation that look to
control cats and cat owners, with feral cats
still seen as the main issue
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Overall awareness of Predator Free 2050 has increased slightly to 42%, FREE DY
and this is a statistically significant increase since our baseline in 2022

Prompted awareness of Predator Free 2050

42%
39%

35%

NOTE: The result for the
alternative wording “Have

you heard of NZs goal to be
Predator Free by 2050”
resulted in 43% awareness.

2022 H 2024 m 2026

: - - - . v
Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259, 2022 = 1,005
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And this increase in prompted awareness has increased across
many audiences — with a particular increase in Auckland

42%

39%
35%
33%
31%
I 29%

Total Maori

Prompted awareness of Predator Free 2050 by Audience Type

49%

46%
41%
33% _ 3%
(o]
30%
y%||

Male Female Auckland
2022 W 2024 W 2026

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259, 2022 = 1,005

PREDATOR
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53% 53%

44%
41%

38%
%%‘\

Wellington Christchurch
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At a regional level, awareness of Predator Free 2050 has increased in
Waikato / BOP, but decreased slightly in other regions (especially
Lower South Island).

42%
39%

Total

Prompted awareness of Predator Free 2050 by Regional Clusters

43%
° 41%

North of Auckland
(Northland)

39%

30%

Waikato/BOP

43%
°41%

36%
I 33%

East Coast North Island West Coast North Island

H2024 = 2026

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259

47%
° 45%

Upper South Island

PREDATOR
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54%

I |

Lower South Island
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There is very little opposition to the Predator Free goal, with 79% FREE S

supporting or strongly supporting the goal.

New question

Level of Support for “Predator Free 2050” Goal

Tl NEEN
NZMaori 6% 13% 45%
remale [
Male [N 16%
Auckland [EEN 1%
wellington |G 1o%
Christchurch - 23% 32%
B Don't support (1-4) Neutral (5-6) Support (7-8) B Strongly Support (9-10)

How much do you support New Zealand's goal to be predator free by 20507
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Alongside an increase in overall brand awareness, awareness of e
predator free activity taking place locally has also increased
significantly since 2024 to 14%

Awareness of Local Predator Free Group or Project

14%

9%

7%

2022 m 2024 H 2026

. v
11 Base: 2026 = 1,231, 2024 = 1,259, 2022 = 1,005 Sprlng



And this increased awareness is evident across most audience types

— especially amongst Males and Wellington residents

14%

9%
7%

Total

12

Awareness of Local Predator Free Group or Project by Audience Type

17%

14%
12%

10% 10%
8%

9%

7%
6%

Maori Male Female
2022 W 2024 W 2026

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259, 2022 = 1,005

14%

9%
7% I

Auckland

20%

12%
11% I

Wellington
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13%

8%
4% I

Christchurch
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While at a regional level, we see increases in awareness across the board,
with Northland and the upper South Island being the ‘hot spots’ with
highest awareness of local groups or projects

Awareness of Local Predator Free Group or Project by Regional Clusters

20%
18%
16%

14%
13%

12%

10%

9%
8%
7% 7%
I : I I

Total North of Auckland Waikato/BOP East Coast North Island West Coast North Island  Upper South Island
(Northland)

52024 ®2026

13

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259

PREDATOR
FREELCH

12%

8%

Lower South Island
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When prompted - half of all New Zealanders are aware of some PREDATOR

form of predator control activity happening locally. This shows that
known activity isn’t always attributed to the Predator Free 2050

“brand”

Prompted Awareness of Predator Control Activity in Region 2026
Regional and local council predator control 33%
Community groups undertaking predator control on public land 20%
Communities undertaking backyard predator control 18%
Predator control on farms 18%
Something else 1%

51%

Not aware of any predator control activity in my region

More specifically, which, if any, of the following predator control activities are happening in your region?

14

-

FREE[H

New question

Overall, 49% of respondents
were aware of some from of
local predator control
activity
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There has also been an increase in the proportion of the population FREECH
who are confident that NZ will be Predator Free by 2050 — especially
in Wellington

% That are confident New Zealand will be Predator Free by 2050

35%

30%

26%

24% 24%
20% 20%
0
18% 17%

Total Auckland Wellington Christchurch
2022 W 2024 ® 2026

= 'l
15 Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259, 2022 = 1,005 Sprlng
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Confidence is also up across our regional centres; particularly in East
Coast North Island and upper South Island

% That are confident New Zealand will be Predator Free by 2050 by Regional Clusters

26%
22%

20%
18%

Total North of Auckland
(Northland)

16

26%

23%

22% ’
21%
I 17% 17% I

Waikato/BOP

East Coast North Island West Coast North Island

52024 ®2026

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259

21%

10%

Upper South Island
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24%

17%

Lower South Island
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Key challenges such as geography and resources are still seen as FREE 8
major impediments to complete eradication

1. Perceived impossibility of total eradication 2. Predator biology: breeding, adaptability and elusiveness

“A target of 100% is invariably difficult to achieve.” “They breed faster than they can be eliminated.”

“It's an impossible task.” They will adapt and survive.

3. Scale and geography make it too difficult 4. Insufficient resources, funding and government commitment
“There are parts of the country where nobody goes.” “It all depends on momentum and the consistency of government policy.”
“Too much land too few resources.” “Not enough money is being spent to fulfil this project.”
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. . . o e PREDATOR
We have seen incidence of conservation activity more generally FREELH

increase slightly in some areas, and the majority of this activity is
done on one’s own property

These increases are driven by a general lifting of incidence across the board rather than being linked to particular
locations or segments of the population

Incidence of Conservation Activities

Done (Total) Done in last 2 years Done on own home/
property

2024 2026 2026
Plant native plants for birds to live in 42% 47% 24% —> 78%
Visit and support eco sanctuaries 37% 43% 20%
Lay bait for introduced predators such as rats, possums etc 33% 37% 20% - 80%
Place a native bird feeder in my backyard 33% 38% 19%
Trap introduced predators such as rats, stoats etc 29% 33% 18% — > 80%
Donate to help a specific species eg kokako project 21% 25% 11%
Donate to local predator free groups 16% 21% 9%
Create alizard garden (create a space place to avoid predation) 11% 14% 6%
Put out Weta hotels (shelters to avoid predation) 10% 14% 6%

19 Spring”



Future intent to participate in conservation activities has
indicatively increased — especially in Wellington

20

26%

25%

Total

Future Intent to Participate in Conservation Activities (% likely to participate)

28%

27% 27%
24%
21%
18% I
Auckland Wellington

2022 = 2024 = 2026

Base: 2026 =1,231 (all respondents), 2024 = 1,223, 2022 = 1,003

29%

PREDATOR
FREELCH

27%

20%

20%

Christchurch
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In the regions there is higher intent to participate in the future

amongst those living in Waikato/ Bay of Plenty

Future Intent to Participate in Conservation Activities (% likely to participate)

37%
32%
27%
25%
Total North of Auckland
(Northland)

21

30%

19%

Waikato/BOP

by Regional Clusters

27%

23%

23%
21%

East Coast North Island West Coast North Island

52024 ®2026

Base: 2026 =1,231, 2024 = 1,259

28% 29%

Upper South Island
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30%

25%

Lower South Island
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PREDATOR

The main drivers for participation remain the same — a connection to FREELCH
native birds in their area and wanting to protect for future
generations

Drivers for Participating in Conservation Activities

L . 40%
There are native birds close to where | live _ 0%
| want future generations to be able to enjoy our native species 3

| am concerned about the growing number of introduced predators in my area 29%
It is a good excuse to be more active outdoors 24%
18% W 2026
| want to contribute to the predator free 2050 goal _17% m 2024
2022
. . . - 6%
| wanted to get involved in a community activity _ 17%
My children/grandchildren encouraged me to participate 15%

00
X

43%

11%
11%
11%

Watching/hearing what my friends/neighbours were doing

1%

Other 12%
13%

- Spring”

Based on those who have participated in at least one conservation activity 2026 n=912, 2024 n=867, 2022 n=680



And the barriers to participation / getting involved in conservation

PREDATOR
FREE[H

activities in the future remain consistent with previous waves.

23

1. Time constraints and competing priorities

“I don’t have the time to get involved.”

“Too busy with work and family commitments.”

3. Low perceived relevance or impact

“The garden | have does not attract the predators.”

“Notreally an issue where | live.”

2. Lack of awareness, information and knowledge
“I have not much information about the programme.”

“l wouldn’t know where to start.”

4. Physical limitations, age and health

“I’'m not physically able to do that sort of work.”

Spring”



The key benefits we can expect from becoming predator free are seen

PREDATOR
FREELCH

to be an abundancy of our native species; both flora and fauna

How NZ would be if we meet our Predator Free 2050 goal

Protection of our iconic species like the kiwi and kea

Abundant native birdlife, bats, lizards and insects

Restoration of native plant life

Our ecosystems will be more balanced and healthier

Enhanced global reputation for predator management, innovation and expertise

A stronger primary sector

A stronger connection between people and the environment

A boost in tourist numbers

Contribute to New Zealand meeting New Zealand’s climate change targets

24 Other

44%
40%

41%
%

‘
Xe]

30%
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But there are a range of required actions that are seen to be
needed; with respondents choosing an average of four different
actions

Perceived Actions Required to ensure NZ can become Predator Free by 2050

59%
58%

Make traps, bait and equipment more accessible -

54%
Make traps, bait and equipment more affordable _ 56%
More targeted funding from the New Zealand Government 54%
Establish more volunteer groups to help 50%
More advertising/communications to convince people to participate 46%
Incentivise/reward people to participate 48%

Make the agencies like DOC and council responsible rather than
individuals

55 |

R

XX Ea
BN

Better access to best practice and advice

25
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Average number of
mentions (2026) = 3.99

W 2026
m 2024
2022
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Native birds are deemed the most in need of protection. And while cats FREELD

are more widely recognised as a threat than previously, they still lag
behind possums, mustelids and rats

NZ Native Species Most in Need of Protection Most Damaging Introduced Predators for NZ Native Species

Native birds 82%

80%
2022 2024 2026
. 61%
Native plants _5;3% Possums 61%  67%  68%
. Mustelids 60% 66% 68%
Lizards and geckos ‘/49%
44% Rats 58% 61% 64%
_ 36% H 2026 Cats 32% 34% 40%
Insects 3§% 2024
34% o Deer 12%  18%  19%
Frogs T o3 Hedgehogs 12%  17%  17%
33%
Goats 14% 17% 19%
32%
sats R 7,
31%
%
Unsure 13%

Spring”
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#4: Cat Contr



Overall, we have seen a slight uplift in support for initiatives and FREE LD

legislation that look to control cats and cat owners, with feral cats
still seen as the main issue

% Agree Total Total Cat owners Non-Cat
24 ‘26 ‘26 owners ‘26
Feral cats are a significant problem for native species 57% 61% 54% 66%

Domestic cats are a significant problem for native species 28% 27% 15% 35%

Responsible cat owners should...

Microchip all of their cats 66% T 71% 70% 72%
De-sex all of their cats 75% 77% 77% 76%
Limit the number of cats they own (except for breeders) 61% 61% 55% 66%
Keep their cats indoors or on their own property 42% 43% 36% 48%
Keep their cats inside at night 55% 58% 51% 64%

. Spring”



There is more support for legislation to support cat control;
particularly to reinforce some aspects of responsible cat ownership

Cat owners
26

% Agree Total Total
‘24 26

We should actively reduce feral cat populations on public 64% 67% 61%
conservation land

There should be national legislation requiring microchipping of 56% T 64% 61%
cats

There should be national legislation requiring de-sexing of cats 57% 62% 62%
National legislation should require cat owners to keep their 25% T 35% 23%

cats on their properties.

29
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Non-Cat
owners ‘26

72%
66%
62%

44%
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Views on cats being allowed to wander outside of their property is
more divided overall, however cat owners are more likely to be
comfortable with cats wandering

Views on domestic cats being allowed to wander outside their property

Total - 2026

Cat owners 19% 35%

B Against wandering cats Neutral Comfortable with wandering cats

How strongly do you agree/disagree with domestic cats being able to wander outside their property?

30 Cat owners =519 non-cat owners =712

PREDATOR
FREE[H

New question

34% Against wandering tend to be:

Older — 55+ years

Stronger supporters of 2050 goal
(73%)

Perceive native birds to be most in
need of protection (90%) and
lizards and geckos (47%)

More convinced domestic cats
pose a significant threat to native
species

More supportive of any legislative
changes around cat ownership

Spring”
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Overall, we have seen a slight increase in the ‘brand presence’ of
Predator Free 2050 — with many brand metrics trending positively over

time

We have seen a positive shift in terms of:

- increased awareness of Predator Free 2050

- increased awareness of local initiatives

- increased confidence in achieving the Predator Free 2050 goal.

This positive shift also appears to be flowing through into involvement in conservation activities and future intent to engage in
conservation activities

New Zealanders have similar motivations to previous surveys for wanting to see us predator free by 2050, and the barriers to
getting more involved personally remain unchanged.

Messaging about the specific threat of cats appears to be fostering more support for tighter cat control — with a slight uplift in
support for initiatives and legislation that look to control cats and cat owners — with Feral cats still seen as the main issue
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New Zealanders see the responsibility for leading the Predator Free 2050
goal to be assigned to many organisations, with DOC being associated

the most strongly

Perceived Responsibility for Leading the “Predator Free 2050" goal

Department of Conservation (DOC)
Ministry for the Environment

Predator Free NZ Trust

Predator Free 2050 limited

Local and regional councils

Forest and Bird

Iwi and hapu

Industry groups (e.g. Federated Farmers)
World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

Other
35
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20% m 2026
T ek = 2024
5%
1% 2022
I 20%
11%
E— o
14%
B%
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B%
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5%

PREDATOR
FREELCH

Spring”



For context, most New Zealanders continue to enjoy spending time FREECH

in nature

Connection with Nature

55%
52%

51%

W 2026
N 2024
2022

26%

20%

18%

16%

9% 8%

7%

Very little time - I'm not really a | prefer to spend a little of my time | prefer to spend some of my time | prefer to spend as much time as
nature person in nature in nature possible in nature

Spring”

36



When comparing the survival of NZ native species to other societal e
issues, we see kiwis are much more concerned with issues such as the
cost of living and affordable healthcare

Concern About Societal Issues Relevant to Aotearoa/ New Zealand

82%
80%

[es]
N
X

The cost of living

, ? 68%
Not having access to good affordable healthcare Not asked pre 2026

Protection of NZ children 60%

1%
Availability of affordable housing 5

. 2026
Violence/crme levels i society N 5% 0,
2022

Mental wellbeing of Nzers 56%

48%
Build up of plastic in the environment | Not asked pre 2026 | ’
E h I — 17 %
xtreme weather events | Not asked pre 2026 |
45%
43%

Threats to the survival of New Zealand native species 43
0

. Spring”




But when we focus in specifically on conservation, we see more positive e
sentiment than two years ago, particularly the coordinated effort that’s
required to protect our unique native species

Sentiment Towards Aspects of Conservation in Aotearoa/ New Zealand (% Agree)

. . . 78%
Aotearoa/New Zealand has native species that are worth protecting _73% ’

75%
There are plants and animals living in Aotearoa/New Zealand that can’t be found —y%%
anywhere else 73%
. . 64%
Protecting our native species requires the help/support from all New Zealanders 150 53% °
0
| is benefici ions | <57
Investment in predator control is beneficial for future generations 53(y57%
(1]
Introduced predators are a significant conservation problem _565"/8%
P & P 57% M 2026
It is impossible to eradicate all introduced predators without harming some of our —W 39% N 2024
nativ i 29
ative species 35% 2022
The benefits of predator control outweigh the risks to native species 3%;@)/
(v]
Predator control should be the (sole) responsibility of local and central government 23%67
(]
The current predator control measures are adequate 16720%
(]

Introduced predators are only an issue on Aotearoa/New Zealand’s public land (e.g. - 19%
national parks and reserves) 16%

8 Spring”



Understanding of the PFNZ 2050 goal is similar to two years ago, however
we now see slightly stronger linkages to specific predators

The complete removal of rats, stoats, ferrets, weasels, possums and
feral cats from all Aotearoa/New Zealand

Protect Aotearoa/New Zealand’s native species (i.e. the number and
type of species that exist)

The complete removal of all introduced predators from all
Aotearoa/New Zealand

A government scheme to roll out predator control throughout
Aotearoa/New Zealand’s public conservation land

The complete removal of all introduced predators from national parks
and reserves

Unsure

W 2026
39

Perceived Goal of “Predator Free 2050”

45%

40%

43%
43%

42%
41%

38%
36%

37%
36%

12%
15%

2024

PREDATOR
FREELCH
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. . . PREDATOR
More than a third of all New Zealanders are engaged in conservation FREELH

activity to some degree, and those aware of PFNZ or under the age of
40 are more likely to be involved

Incidence of Participation in Conservation Activities

Total - 2026 Aware PFNZ

30% of <40 Id
| have read about them online 25% 38% ° yearoies
| have given them a donation 8% 14% 12% of <40 year olds
. . 12% of <40 year olds

| have contacted them for information 7% 11%
. . . . 10% of <40 Id
| have participated in their arranged activities 8% 14% orsAyearolds
68% of 40+ year olds

None of these 62% 41%

*In 2026 there was a change to previous years in that all respondents were asked this question,
unlike previous surveys where only those aware of alocal predator free group were asked the
question.

0 Spring”
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