Predator Management:
The Value in Understanding Animal Behaviour
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Predator Vlanagement ....

There are many tools in the predator toolkit
All have advantages, limitations & consequen&es__‘ =
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How does each use the habitat at
place?:
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- Ship Rat Behaviours
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f}'nt important for fee
communlcatlon

* ‘3D”Home range <~1.0ha

BUT - Home range expansion with
declining density

200g

ore active in warmer climates
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What drives them? (the 4 “F’s”):
» Food (seed, fruit, prey, weather)
> Family (mating, protection of young)
N _
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> gnting (over food, over mates, when

2d - ‘fight or flight”)



Behaviours:
- » Cautious-inquisitive
> Neophobia

|

» Learned behaviours/avoidanc

» Dominance-subordinance
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Wallaby nght-CIubs




Possum Dominance Over Wallaby




Device Interaction - Possums
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Device Interaction — Rats

e ’ - {56 ) 3 S Yo

28.04 infgt § 44F d 03/14/2023 11:20PM CAMERA



%

f 1

¢ -:- P . ‘ e i1
28.00 inHgt & 55F ( 03/19/2023 01:47AM CAMERA1

v - 2 ,
' i " . X n E - .
i - Y fons » . s
- J L = =¥ A
43 > p o°
- & . N ) < - , A 3 - .
i 5 - : ’ » .
: - - ; 3 & ! g 4 . - : 7 -
- » - . » < . - 4
g . N - 1 04 / & a
LIRS | ; . R »
- ~ - y : . 5
2 - L ’4
ey & >
S ~ : ”



Device Interaction — Cats
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Increasing Interaction Rates
using behaviour....

Lower Caution/Increase inquisitiveness

> Close devices
> Prefeed (7 10 days)

- )

/m their confidence — with
endorsements from frien rL & family.

|~ Food and social interaction cues

lrain tnem; to f/ﬂ wnat you want &
they |l teach each other
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_“Predator Detdetion &:Behaviour
e Momitoring
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Trap Location

> <20% of traps catch >80% of

predators D e o

~ Predators are ‘efficient’ —
A—iljé't-fl_\ﬁr-}m” they use tr

andscape
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> Monitor & critique e



Trap Location

> Linear features in the

landscape (roads, tracks, game-
trails, rivers, ridges, tree rows, hedge

© s R ey R rows, fence-lines, culverts)

> Ferrets & cats don t like water
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Trap Location

TGN o Office formulated ”grids”
e don’t account for
predator ‘site’
preferences

Legend

Bait Eaten
Great take

No take

Tracks

E ProjectBoundary

RatLine
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' The Rhythms of _Nature
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The Rhythms of Nature the basis of the Maramataka
: (Méori Lunar Calendar) -

% Matariki . &

- %

June July Aug " ‘ ' > Mar Aprll ‘May June



b b " L ~ i ui‘)','n' 4 : “ - L 3
LY. N F A Yt B | "‘ ’ 3 A " é L
S L AT 0% T S rpel AN o ANy i Lt 8 |
: e | Tt R el i Y AR ‘A’ Ai(* iy ‘- »
- ) 2 g YOS NN ACE Gis S |\ ‘ . " \“\'. Wy, 05 ‘:ﬁ} -~ 2L
N/ 4 o : . . . » e . 4 3 . ) ;#1. s :
> P -3 '.. A\ AN = 5 i > - S f v o ‘\';'..A,'QN"" & LAt
P . s . — - ) = ™ 3 y I . D " o Py e g
- 3 . S TN dd " : : v
. o T T S\ = S . 5 o s
2 ~ N ,\’ S S : “ﬂ’ . v ) -‘.7'“’_‘0‘.‘
= ‘ - . g 4 y

> Every tool. can\ errk every'to ol'c n,&éi?x" s

'"? Unde}standm g ammal béhawoqr at'r ,ia‘c‘ef'-/,sfét;';;;_,_
the core of suaccess_-_, %3 N e b S el oo r>

: e
> Put them at the centre of your: th/nlilng 44444 e p,;;?'

> Tram them to. d@ what you Want usmg foed &m 25

-~ \"' ,I \

. sexre Wards

‘_‘
-

(™, "
' : ) ﬁ\'.

> ~ Understand themftrencé% o] s sondlfty& 2
~_.. Maramataka. e\ Ay TR e S
L= Understand the«!mﬂuences of Wea \he_r_ W f;,

> By better unders’tand/ng the dnima l=you WIJ/f b4
become WAY better trappers o .

VUSS 2 ‘i— .
" \ ,\\ .
» ¥ . - 2 g =" L\
4\\ N \*\' Ra X !
4} '\\ SN AR PR T - ="
\Q-\ - i ..«‘:\\
) el \\ N *%am



www.predatorfreenz.org
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